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### 

 

December 8, 2020  

Health Department of Northwest Michigan COVID-19 Update  

    

The Health Department of Northwest Michigan is reporting 47 new cases in Antrim (15), Charlevoix (15), 

Emmet (9), and Otsego (8) counties, and 3 COVID-19 associated deaths in Antrim (2) and Emmet (1) 

counties. Case investigation and contact tracing are in progress, and relevant information will be shared 

when it is available. 

 

Yesterday, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) identified three key 

metrics that will be utilized in determining whether to slowly reopen at the end of the 12-day extension 

to the current pause.  The first metric is percent of inpatient beds occupied by COVID-19 patients which 

measures the impact of the virus on hospitals. COVID-19 case rate is the second metric, and this is 

reported as the cases per million residents and measures spread of COVID-19 within a specified area. 

area. The final metric is percent of COVID-19 tests conducted that are positive, which indicates whether 

we are missing cases in the community and often precedes increases in hospitalization. MDHHS and the 

Governor have stated they will be monitoring for improvement in these trends to determine future 

release of restrictions. 

 

“We send our deepest condolences to the families and friends of those who have been lost to this virus. 

We must continue to remain vigilant in observing the precautions intended to protect us all.  The 

current restrictions put into place through the Epidemic Orders of the Michigan Department of Health 

and Human Services (MDHHS) are based upon data about what is driving increased risk,” shared Lisa 

Peacock, Health Officer. “These key metrics are major indicators which will allow us to monitor whether 

risk is decreasing. We continue to ask residents to follow the MDHHS guidelines and always maintain 

social distance, wash your hands, and wear a mask.”  

 

As of 4 pm, the Health Department of Northwest Michigan is reporting:  

• Total COVID-19 cases in the following counties: Antrim – 516, Charlevoix – 740, Emmet – 1092, 

Otsego – 867 

• Recovered COVID-19 cases in the following counties: Antrim – 240, Charlevoix – 307, Emmet – 

548, Otsego – 444 

• Confirmed COVID-19 associated deaths in the following counties: Antrim – 7, Charlevoix – 7, 

Emmet – 28, Otsego – 19 

The State of Michigan is reporting 410,295 cases and 10,138 deaths. 

 

Stay up to date on the latest information in the Health Department jurisdiction by liking and following 

our Facebook page and visiting our COVID-19 Data Dashboard. To locate a testing facility, visit the 

Michigan COVID-19 Test Finder website. To track the risk levels of COVID-19 pandemic indicators, visit 

the MI Safe Start Map website. 
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